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GUENTER  KAUSSEN:  International  Slumlord  Invades  S.F. 


West  German  speculator  Guenter  Kaussen  is 
responsible  for  the  suffering  of  a  lot  of  people.  By 
buying  up  cheap  buildings  in  poor  and  working  class 
neighborhoods,  Kaussen  has  accumulated  over  100,000 
units  of  housing  worldwide.  He  has  owned  at  least  29 
buildings  in  San  Francisco  (some  say  the  number  is 
closer  to  40)  since  1976  when  Kaussen  began  his 
operations  here. 

Frequent  rent  increases  on  top  of  poor  security 
and  lack  of  maintenance  and  repairs  are  typical  of 
Kaussen-owned  buildings  across  the  globe.  But,  de¬ 
spite  his  great  wealth  and  power,  the  German  housing 
tycoon  is  running  into  a  lot  of  trouble  these  days.  In 
West  Germany  he  is  named  in  a  554  count  indictment 
on  fraudulent  business  practices.  Besides  the  legal 
mess,  Kaussen  has  drawn  the  more  direct  wrath  of  his 
tenants  in  the  form  of  a  severe  beating  at  the  hands  of 
two  Turkish  residents  of  a  West  German  slum,  and 
bombings  by  two  German  revolutionary  groups, 
including  the  famed  Red  Army  Faction  (RAF)  . 


age  of  Proposition  13. 


FRISCO  FRACAS 

On  the  local  front,  the  San  Francisco  Tenants 
Union  has  come  into  contact  with  tenants  in  nine 
different  Kaussen  buildings  concerning  rent  increases, 
lack  of  maintenance,  and  harassment  from  the  man¬ 
agement.  Tenants  at  805  Leavenworth  in  the  Tender¬ 
loin  went  on  a  successful  rent  strike  last  summer  when 
attacked  with  a  third  rent  increase  in  a  year  and  a 
half,  despite  a  windfall  $24,000  tax  break  Kaussen 
received  on  the  building  after  Proposition  13  passed. 
As  of  March  1st,  tenants  in  Central  Towers  in  the. 
Tenderloin  are  mounting  a  rent  strike  in  the  face  of  a 
third  rent  increase  in  just  10  months!  Central  Towers 
is  comprised  of  two  buildings  at  350  Turk  and  455 
Eddy,  each  with  14  floors,  amounting  to  388  units. 
With  a  lack  of  security  and  problems  with  mainten¬ 
ance  and  repairs,  the  diverse  tenants  group  is  unwil¬ 
ling  to  fatten  Kaussen's  pockets  any  furthur,  especi¬ 
ally  in  light  of  his  $42,000  post-Proposition  13  tax 
savings.  It  seems  that  the  people  who  need  it  least 
have  benefitted  the  most  from  the  unfortunate  pass- 


More  and  more  tenants  across  the  city  are  rebelling 
against  their  profit-hungry  landlords  by  banding  to¬ 
gether  to  gain  an  equal  footing.  Guenter  Kaussen  is 
an  especially  hideous  example  of  what  happens  when 
a  basic  human  need  like  housing  is  used  as  a  profit¬ 
making  business  venture.  For  a  growing  number  of 
tenants  the  time  has  come  to  amend  the  situation. 

-  Tommy  Brower 


INSIDE  THIS  ISSUE: 

-  ARSON  -INTERNATIONAL  REPORT 

-CITY  NEWS  -POETRY 

-  LOCAL  TENANTS  ACTIONS 


Arson  is  more  than  a  recitation  of  dollar  figures 
in  the  local  newspapers,  and  the  owners  of  the  burned 
buildings  are  often  not  the  victims.  Typically,  what 
happens  to  the  tenants  who  lose  their  lives  and  homes 
and  businesses,  and  the  number  of  units  destroyed, 
gets  lost  in  the  Chronicle-Examiner  shuffle.  Fortu¬ 
nately-,  the  Tenants  Union  now  has  its  own  voice  and 
can  bring  renters'  needs  and  losses  out  in  the  open  so 
people  will  know  what's  going  on.  After  all,  most 
buildings  that  are  "torched"  are  inhabited  by  renters 
who  are  rarely  compensated  for  their  losses.  Owners 
of  buildings  have  insurance  which  tenants  pay  for 
through  their  rents,  but  most  tenants  do  not  have  sep¬ 
arate  coverage  of  their  own  property  interests. 

WHO  FANS  THE  FLAMES 

The  dominant  motive  for  arson  is  profit,  but  it  is 
not  accurate  to  conclude  that  all  arson  fires  are  start¬ 
ed  by.  the  landlords.  A  common  pattern  in  recent  San 
Francisco  history  is  for  real  estate  speculators  (with 
no  traceable  property  interest)  to  attempt  to  scare  off 
the  stable  population  and  then  buy  up  the  land  cheap¬ 
ly  (sometimes  to  make  way  for  BART  or  Redevelop¬ 
ment  or  banks  or  convention  centers).  This  is  surely 
the  "m.o."  for  the  rash  of  fires  in  the  Inner  Mission, 
Flayes  Valley,  South  of  Market,  and  the  Fillmore;  as 
well  as  for  the  string  of  San  Francisco  pier  fires  (re¬ 
cently  Pier  54)  and  for  fires  in  Russel  City  in  the  East 
Bay.  The  people  in  the  torched  buildings  lose  their 
homes,  while  their  neighbors  are  left  with  a  constant 
reminder  of  the  insecurity  of  their  own  living  situa¬ 
tions.  These  burned  out  buildings  are  a  continuous 
source  of  feelings  of  despair  and  hopelessness  in  these 
communities.  They  psychologically  depress  the  peo¬ 
ple  who  must  live  around  them. 


LNS/cpf 


Another  related  motive  for  arson  is  to  directly  in¬ 
timidate  and  evict  troublesome  tenants.  Tenants  and 
Owners  in  Opposition  to  Redevelopment  (TOOR),the 
International  Flotel,  and  the  Goodman  Building 
(among  others)  have  all  had  one  or  more  arson  fires. 
In  the  last  six  months  the  Tenants  Union  has  had  two 
union  buildings  evicted  by  arson  (the  Atlanta  Flotel 
and  the  Dante  Flotel).  These  fires  effectively  stopped 
growing  union  drives,  and  one  member,  Frank  Diaz, 
was  murdered--bumed  to  death  in  the  Dante  fire.  A 
total  of  127  units  were  vacated  in  these  two  buildings 
alone,  without  need  of  unlawful  detainer  proceedings 
or  embarassing  publicity. 

TENANTS  ON  THE  ALERT 

Tenants  play  a  key  role  in  arson  prevention.  We 
reject  the  oft  repeated  line  that  arsonists  can't  be 
caught  because  the  evidence  is  destroyed  in  the  fire. 
Through  the  proper  use  of  property  indexing  and  with 
real  ongoing  cooperation  and  exchange  of  information 
among  insurance  companies,  government  agencies, 
and  tenant  and  community  groups,  relationships  and 
patterns  will  emerge  and  lead  to  convictions.  Boston 
is  a  recent  example  of  this  model  (see  Shelterforce 
1 1/78.  Telltale  signs  of  impending  "hits"  and  careful 
examination  of  the  physical  remains  after  the  fact  are 
critical.  Tenants  are  the  24-hour  guards  of  their 
buildings.  They  can  prevent  fires  by  demanding  that 
their  buildings  be  properly  maintained  and  secured. 
Through  use  of  civil  remedies  such  as  California  Civil 
Code  1942  and  rent  strikes,  stingy  landlords  can  be 
bypassed  if  they  fail  to  respond.  Special  tenant 
awareness  of  suspect  persons,  highly  flammable  debris, 
vacant  insecure  apartments,  removal  of  precious  per¬ 
sonal  property  by  the  owner  or  his  agents  or  other 
fires  in  the  neighborhood,  can  alert  tenants  before  it 
is  too  late.  After  a  fire  has  started,  by  acting  quickly, 
tenants  may  be  able  to  put  out  the  blaze  or  call  the 
fire  department  before  it  spreads  too  far.  Tenants  can 
also  supply  information  as  to  when  and  where  the  fire 
started;  whether  there  was  more  than  one  fire;  if  acce¬ 
lerants  such  as  gasoline  or  paint  thinner  were  smelled 
or  seen;  if  freshly  broken  windows  or  holes  (for  swift 
ventilation)  were  observed  and  much  more.  Fellow 
tenants  can  also  provide  for  the  victims  of  the  fire. 

TENANT  UNION  ROLE 

The  strategy  of  the  Tenants  Union  is  to  educate 
tenants  to  the  basics  of  fire  prevention  and  investiga¬ 
tion  and  to  arm  them  with  the  knowledge  they  need 
to  survive.  We  are  distributing  a  Help  Stop  Arson  bro¬ 
chure  printed  with  funds  provided  by  Firemans  Fund 
Insurance  Co.  We  are  also  cooperating  with  com¬ 
munity  groups  such  as  Operation  Upgrade  and  Hospi¬ 
tality  House,  and  with  appropriate  government  agen¬ 
cies  such  as  the  Arson  Task  Force  and  SAFE,  so  that 
this  vital  information  may  reach  as  wide  an  audience 
as  possible.  Our  main  goals  are  to  save  lives  and  pre¬ 
serve  housing,  and,  secondarily,  to  catch  criminals  and 
and  put  them  out  of  business.  People  interested  in 
working  on  this  project  or  who  have  need  of  our  ser¬ 
vices  or  who  have  knowledge  of  past  fires,  please 
contact  us. 
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-Michael  Canright 


MOIMDO  CONDO 


City  News 


Citizens  Against  Condominium  Conversion  (CACC) 
is  an  energenic  coalition  of  eldery  people  and  others 
who  are  protesting  the  elimination  of  rental  housing 
and  the  massive  real  estate  profiteering  brought  about 
by  uncontrolled  condominium  conversion.  They  have 
encountered  a  growing  measure  of  success  in  recent 
weeks,  halting  conversion  projects  in  both  Sunset 
Towers  and  120  Parnassus.  They  call  for  a  complete 
moratorium  on  condo  conversion  until  the  rental  va¬ 
cancy  rate  reaches  5%  (it  is  currently  less  than  half  of 
that)  .  Contact  phone  for  the  CACC  is  the  Gray  Pan¬ 
thers' number:  781-4585. 


DEMOCRACY  FOR  SALE 

The  final  Prop.  U  campaign  spending  report  has 
been  filed,  documenting  the  flagrant  purchase  of  the 
renter  rebate  election  last  November  by  the  real  estate 
lobby.  Final  figures  (January  31,  1979)  showed  the 
real  estate  lobby  spending  over  $357,000  vs.  the  ren¬ 
ter  rebate  forces'  $17,000. 

This  does  not  include  an  estimated  $200,000  spent 
on  Bay  Area  TV  and  radio  spots.  At  33-1  odds,  this 
more  closely  resembled  an  auction  than  a  "free" 
election! 


UNITE 

$an  Franciscans  for  Affordable  Housing  (SFAH)  is 
an  umbrella  coalition  of  42  housing  groups.  It  is  cur¬ 
rently  organizing  towards  a  series  of  district  hearings 
this  spring  on  various  options  towards  solving  $an 
Francisco's  severe  housing  crisis,  such  as  rent  control 
anti-speculation,  new  housing  construction  and  owner¬ 
ship  opportunities,  tenants'  rights,  and  others.  Al¬ 
though  still  in  a  formative  state,  in  conjunction  with 
already  established  structures  such  as  the  Housing  Co- 
lition  and  the  Renter  Rebate  Committee,  we  can  look 
forward  to  a  powerful  front  against  the  well-financed 
and  entrenched  real  estate  industry. 

Contact:  387-8200. 

-  Dave  Brigode 
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Victory  for  23rd  &  Bryant  Tenants 

The  23RD  AND  BRYANT  TENANTS'  UNION 
was  organized  in  response  to  our  landlord  raising  the 
rents  an  outrageous  amount  and  the  lack  on  his  part 
to  do  any  of  the  normal  maintenance  and  repairs  in 
our  buildings. 

We  received  notice  of  the  rent  increases  on  Nov.  1, 
1978,  and  they  averaged  40%  over  all  the  units  affect¬ 
ed.  Our  first  meeting  was  2  weeks  later.  We  repre¬ 
sented  8  units,  15  tenants,  and  approximately  65%  of 
the  landlord's  income.  At  this  first  meeting  we  got 
acquainted  with  each  other,  aired  our  opinions  about 
the  landlord  and  about  rent  increases,  and  began  to 
plan  our  strategy. 

Our  demands  were  put  to  the  landlord  2  weeks 
later  at  a  meeting  with  him  and  all  the  tenants.  Our 
demands  were  that  he  could  have  his  rent  increase  this 
time  (as  the  rents  had  been  low)  ;  however,  he  would 
have  to  fix  all  the  problems  in  the  buildings  (fix  the 
roof,  give  us  heat,  etc.)  according  to  a  fixed  timetable, 
the  rent  increases  would  be  put  into  an  escrow  ac¬ 
count  until  all  repairs  were  made,  and  a  3-year  lease 
so  that  our  rent  would  not  be  increased  until  1982. 

The  landlord  rejected  these  demands,  as  he  consis¬ 
tently  did  over  the  next  several  months.  January  1, 
1979  was  the  date  that  the  rent  increases  were  effec¬ 
tive.  On  that  date  we  put  all  our  rents  into  an  escrow 
account  and  were  officially  on  rent  strike.  The  land¬ 
lord  continued  to  reject  our  demands  and  to  ignore 
the  fact  that  his  tenants  had  organized. 

We  had  2  major  strategies.  Legally,  if  the  issue 
ever  came  to  court,  we  had  as  our  defense  the  Califor¬ 
nia  law  of  "implied  warranty  of  habitability".  Under 
this  law  a  tenant  may  legally  withhold  rent  if  the  a- 
partment  is  uninhabitable.  In  most  of  our  units,  this 
was  the  case.  Politically,  all  of  us  were  very  united  in 
our  actions.  As  long  as  we  all  acted  together,  it  would 
be  very  difficult  and  expensive  for  the  landlord  to 
evict  us.  Our  unity  was  the  key  to  victory. 

As  part  of  this  strategy,  we  always  tried  to  have  an 
overall  view  of  the  struggle  and  tried  to  anticipate  ac¬ 
tions  as  far  as  possible  ahead  of  time.  We  had  a  de¬ 
monstration  at  the  landlord's  art  show,  we  called  sev¬ 
eral  city  inspectors,  and  we  organized  neighborhood 
publicity. 

Finally,  events  came  to  a  head  with  a  meeting  Feb¬ 
ruary  9  attended  by  all  the  tenants,  the  landlord,  his 
lawyer  and  our  lawyers.  We  were  already  withhold¬ 
ing  2  months  rent  and  the  major  problems  in  the 
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TENANTS  IN  ACTION 

Perhaps  the  greatest  power  and  tool  we  have  as 
tenants  is  the  ability  to  form  unions--to  stand  together 
in  our  buildings  and  fight  landlord  injustices  collect¬ 
ively.  Tenants  all  over  San  Francisco  are  responding 
to  outrageous  rent  increases,  major  building  code  vio¬ 
lations,  and  landlord  harassment,  among  other  things, 
by  forming  groups  and  taking  actions  from  petitioning 
landlords  to  rent  strikes.  The  SFTU  is  in  touch  with 
many  of  these  groups,  advising  them  of  their  rights 
and  supporting  them  in  their  struggles. 

As  a  regular  feature  of  Tenant  Times  we  will  be  re¬ 
porting  on  the  current  status  of  the  various  tenant 
groups  so  that  everybody  will  know  what's  going  on. 
We  will  tell  basic  information  about  each  struggle:  the 
number  of  units  in  each  building,  the  nature  of  the 
problems,  the  name  of  the  owner,  and  the  tenants' 
actions.  Call  us  if  you  are  interested  in  furthur  infor¬ 
mation  or  in  forming  your  own  tenants'  union. 


Goodman  Group-  1 1 09-1 1 1 9  Geary  Street.  40  units 
and  5  store  fronts.  Tenants  Union  on  rent  strike  since 
1973.  The  landlord  is  the  Redevelopment  Agency. 
Union  members  have  recently  received  90  eviction 
notices. 

CANE-  Citizens  against  Nihonmachi  Eviction  mem¬ 
bers  at  1539  Sutter  Street.  Just  finished  trial  brought 
in  Unlawful  Detainer  by  Redevelopment  Agency. 
Decision  pending. 

Central  Towers-  350  Turk  &  450  Eddy;  388  units, 
large  rent  increases  of  up  to  $75  or  35%  along  with 
maintenance  problems  and  inadequate  security;  a 
Guenter  Kaussen  property  (see  article  p.  1);  tenants 
went  on  rent  strike  as  of  March  1. 

1870  Pacific-  Massive  rent  hikes  of  $200-250  effec¬ 
tive  March  1.  Skyline  Realty  (Frank  Lembi)  bought 
building  in  Jan  79  perhaps  to  condominiumize  the  35 
units  and  deplete  SF's  rental  stock  even  furthur.  The 
long-term,  mostly  elderly  tenants  got  media  exposure 
and  put  City  Hall  pressure  on  Lembi  so  that  he  came 
out  to  their  building  to  negotiate  with  them.  The  rent 
increases  have  been  (at  least  temporarily)  rescinded. 
4130-4140  Army  /Castro-  40  units.  Rent  increases  of 
$1  5-20  effective  March  1 .  Code  violations,  poor  man¬ 
agement  and  maintenance.  Tenants  to  seek  meeting 
with  owner  and  may  go  on  rent  strike. 

1062  Sutter-  16  units.  Major  code  violations,  illegal 
clauses  in  rental  agreements,  harassment  by  landlord 
Max  Scherer,  a  small  time  slumlord.  Tenants  have 
contacted  building  inspectors  and  collectively  peti¬ 
tioned  to  make  repairs.  Landlord  has  responeled  by 
trying  to  evict  one  of  the  active  members  of  tenants 
group.  Six  tenants  went  on  full  rent  strike  March  1 . 
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The  Underground  Lives 


1808  Pacific-  35  units.  Maintenance  problems,  rent 
increases,  illegal  entries  and  disclosure  of  tenants' 
personal  income  by  landlord  family.  Owners  are 
Lydia  Frederick  Linton,  Charles  Frederick  and  Roland 
Linton.  Tenants  have  drawn  up  a  list  of  complaints 
and  are  attempting  to  negotiate  with  the  owners. 
137-147  Tiffany  (Mission)-  6  units.  Shoddy  mainten¬ 
ance  and  year-old  code  violations.  Rent  hikes  of  $25. 
Large  property  owner,  Celeste  DePaoli.  Tenants  have 
sought  repairs  prior  to  paying  increases.  Seeking  ne¬ 
gotiations  and  neighborhood  support. 

1701  Vallejo-  22  units.  Rent  hikes  averaging  35% 
effective  Feb  1.  Major  code  violations.  Negotiation 
offered  by  tenants.  Landlord  responded  with  30  day 
eviction  notices.  Long-term  tenants  to  fight  back. 

3321  17th  Street-  21  units.  Speculators  bought 
building  in  Jan  79.  Tenants  received  30  day  notices. 
Four  elderly  and  disabled  tenants  have  met  with  land¬ 
lords  and  are  negotiating  for  moving  costs  and  exten- 
tions  in  time. 

129  Fair  Oaks-  6  units.  Rent  increases  of  $15-30 
effective  March  1.  Landlord  promises  of  work  ne¬ 
glected.  Code  violations.  Tenants  to  negotiate  with 
Bob  Woodcock  of  Columbia  Realty. 

544  Guerrero -  Rents  increased  from  $250  to  350. 
Poor  maintenance  and  code  violations  since  June  78. 
Sent  letter  to  absentee  landlord  in  Stockton-waiting 
for  response. 

-Ellen  Sugg  &  Jim  Faye 


In  case  you  missed  it,  there  is  a  message  on  the 
marquee  at  the  Underground  Head  Shop  at  Market 
which  reads:  THE  OWNER  OF  THIS  BUILDING, 
D.  G.  PATEL,  IS  A  CAPITALIST  PIG  LANDLORD/ 
HELL  NO  WE  WON'T  GO'.... 

This  was  the  response  of  Underground  proprietor 
Al  Burge  to  David  Patel'l  gross  nelgect  in  not  making 
repairs,  as  well  as  trying  to  force  an  illegal  eviction. 
One  of  the  Shop's  major  concerns  is  that  one  fire  has 
already  accured  at  the  site.  Since  the  necessary  elec¬ 
trical  repairs  have  never  been  made,  it  could  easily  be 
the  scene  of  another  one. 

Burge  is  putting  legal  pressure  on  Patel  to  make  the 
badly  needed  repairs  and  is  fighting  the  eviction  in 
court.  At  a  protest  outside  the  shop  in  January 
supporters  of  the  Underground  were  bodily  attacked 
by  members  of  Patel's  family,  who  said  they  also 
owned  the  sidewalk. 

The  Underground  has  put  out  a  leaflet  detailing 
their  grievances,  and  is  planning  a  protest  rally.  Stop 
by  and  support  the  struggle  of  the  Underground  or 
call  864-5663  for  more  information. 


FORCIBLE  ENTRY 

he  breaks  the  glass 

and  manuevers  that  fat  ass 

down  the  neglected  drain  pipe 

he  tears  down  the  curtains 

and  changes  the  lock. 

the  terrorized  bed  is  already  empty. 

with  fuedal  hands 
and  a  landlord's  rage 
a  home  is  soon  evicted. 

and  out  on  the  street 

the  tenants  sleep, 

their  vagrant  dawn  approaches. 

-  Michael  Canright 
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What  is  the 

SAN  FRANCISCO  TENANTS  UNION? 

San  Francisco  Tenants  Union  is  a  city  wide  organ¬ 
ization  of  tenants.  Our  purpose  is  to  serve  the  needs 
and  defend  the  rights  of  the  tenants  of  San  Francisco. 

We  believe  that  housing  is  a  basic  need  which  does 
not  belong  on  the  commodities  market,  and  that  all 
people  have  the  right  to  decent,  safe  and  affordable 
housing.  The  TU  is  the  advocate  of  tenants  and  as 
such  we  oppose  evictions  and  rent  increases.  We  sup¬ 
port  rent  controls  and  strict  code  enforcements.  We 
defend  the  right  of  tenants  to  organize  and  negotiate 
collectively  with  landlords. 

The  Tenants  Union  seeks  to  inform  tenants  of 
their  rights  and  support  them  in  confronting  their 
landlords  to  demand  their  rights.  We  provide  a  phone 
counseling  service  to  answer  questions  about  rental 
problems.  We  publish  a  handbook  detailing  tenant- 
landlord  relationships  and  the  rights  of  San  Francisco 
tenants.  We  keep  informed  of  current  political  events 
and  work  for  legislation  which  will  benefit  us  as 
tenants. 

The  practical  goal  of  our  work  is  to  organize  ten¬ 
ants  into  a  financially  independent  political  power 
base,  capable  of  fundamentally  changing  existing  fue- 
dal  property  relationships.  Thus  we  help  tenants  take 
action  and  get  legal  assistance,  call  in  building  inspec¬ 
tors,  go  to  court  or  negotiate  with  landlords.  We  also 
assist  tenant  groups  organizing  in  their  buildings  by 
sharing  organizing  and  negotiating  skills,  informing 
them  of  their  rights  and  options  as  a  group,  and  sup¬ 
porting  them  in  formulating  demands  and  acting 
through  petitions  to  landlords,  collective  bargaining, 
public  pressure,  rent  strikes  and  fighting  evictions. 

WHO  CAN  JOIN  THE  TENANTS  UNION? 

Any  tenant  who  agrees  with  the  goals  and  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  organization  can  work  with  the  SFTU  or 
become  a  dues  paying  member.  We  are  a  democratic 
organization,  responsible  to  our  membership  in  all  re¬ 
spects.  Your  membership  and  contribution  of  time  or 
money  will  help  SFTU  be  a  community  supported 
organization. 

You  can  be  a  supporting  member  of  SFTU  by  pay¬ 
ing  dues  of  $10  per  year  ($5  for  low  income).  For 
this  you  get  a  SFTU  Fiandbook,  a  button,  the  news¬ 
letter  for  a  year,  acess  to  advice  and  legal  referral, 
and  acess  to  organizing  and  negotiating  skills. 

Or  you  can  become  an  active  member  by  paying 
dues,  joining  one  (or  more)  of  the  four  work  commit¬ 
tees,  being  trained  as  a  counselor,  and  attending  week¬ 
ly  meetings  (Tuesdays  at  5:30  PM).  Active  members, 
as  the  workers  of  the  SFTU,  have  the  rights  and  re¬ 


sponsibilities  of  the  decision  making  body  in  the  TU. 

The  four  committees  all  need  additional  workers. 
The  committees  are: 

COUNSELING  —  running  a  phone  hot  line,  answer¬ 
ing  tenants'  questions,  giving  advice  and  referrals. 

OUTREACH  —  publishing  the  handbook,  news¬ 
letter,  leaflets;maintaining  media  contacts,  mailing  list, 
contact  with  other  housing  groups. 

LEGISLATION  —  keeping  informed  of  current  le- 
gisaltion  affecting  tenants,  supporting  important  cam¬ 
paigns. 

TENANTS  UNION  ORGANIZING  -  helping  ten¬ 
ants  form  unions  in  buildings  by  attending  tenants' 
meetings,  sharing  necessary  skills  and  information, 
and  supporting  tenants'  actions. 


Tenant  Times  was  produced  by  members  of  the  SF 
Tenants  Union.  We  intend  to  produce  it  quarterly  or 
bi-monthly  to  keep  people  up  to  date  on  the  local 
tenants  movement.  We  welcome  letters  and  contribu¬ 
tions  of  graphics  and  articles,  as  well  as  volunteers. 


23rd  &  BRYANT  TENANTS,  cont.  from  pg.  4 

buildings  were  still  not  remedied.  The  landlord's 
situation  was  getting  desperate.  He  had  2  choices 
open  to  him:  he  could  either  force  this  matter  further 
and  try  to  evict  us  all,  a  course  of  action  that  could 
prove  unsucessful  and  cost  him  several  thousands  of 
dollars  in  lost  rents  and  legal  fees  or  he  could  concede 
to  our  demands.  He  conceded  to  our  basic  demands. 

We  see  our  organization  and  victory  as  having  sev¬ 
eral  important  results.  The  immediate  result  is  the 
leases.  These  insure  us  at  least  a  3-year  period  of 
stability  in  our  dwellings  in  a  time  when  evictions  and 
rent  increases  are  the  rule  rather  than  the  exception. 
Also  our  struggle  for  decent  housing  allowed  many  of 
us  to  become  politically  involved  for  the  first  time. 
The  experience  gained  for  all  of  us  in  acting  together 
will  not  be  forgotten.  A  third  result  is  that  in  acting 
together  we  have  all  gotten  to  know  each  other  very 
well  and  our  support  for  each  other  has  extended  be¬ 
yond  the  formal  organization  of  our  tenants'  union. 
Our  organization  will  well  outlast  the  period  of  our 
immediate  struggle  when  we  use  our  organized  ener¬ 
gies  towards  other  problems  that  concern  us  collective¬ 
ly.  Lastly,  our  struggles  offer  an  example  to  other 
tenants  in  San  Francisco  that  they  can  do  the  same  as 
we  have  done  if  they  act  and  don't  just  allow  the  land¬ 
lords  to  eventually  force  us  out  of  our  homes.  Decent, 
low-cost  housing  is  a  right  we  must  all  struggle  for. 
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International  Report 

HOUSING  MOVEMENT  IN  ITALY 

In  Italy  the  deterioration  of  the  economy  is  much 
worse  than  here  in  the  USA.  Tenant  groups  have 
been  putting  into  practice  the  idea  of  'self-reduction' 
in  rents  during  the  70s.  That  is,  the  tenants  them¬ 
selves  lower  the  rents. 

Another  response  to  the  triple  assault  of  runaway 
prices,  stagnant  wages,  and  massive  unemployment 
has  been  housing  occupations.  Tenant  occupations  of 
abandoned  housing  began  in  Rome  and  then  spread  to 
Naples  and  Milan. 

Alliances  with  labor  have  strengthened  the  move¬ 
ment.  The  electricity  workers'  union  refused  to  cut 
off  the  current  from  those  dwellings  where  self¬ 
reduction  was  practiced. 

The  popular  movement  in  Italy  moves  forward. 
Self-reduction  of  rents  and  housing  occupations  still 
go  on. 

-based  on  an  excerpt  from  Stephen  Scheter's  The 
Politics  of  Urban  Liberation  which  appeared  in  Open 
Road,  Fall/Winter  1978. 

RENT  IN  CHINA 

Q:  How  much  do  people  in  China  pay  for  rent  in  the 
countryside  and  in  the  city? 

In  the  countryside,  where  80%  of  the  people  live, 
there  are  communes  owned  collectively  by  the  people 
living  on  them.  Communes  build  together  and  fami¬ 
lies  pay  no  rent.  They  may  contribute  to  the  cost  of 
construction,  and  very  often  do.  They  save  up  money 
to  buy  materials.  It  is  partly  a  commune  effort  and 
the  family  owns  it.  There  is  a  minimal  charge  for  ser¬ 
vices  such  as  electricity  and  gas. 

In  the  city,'  a  different  situation  erists.  Workers  in 
the  city  pay  regular  rent.  Now,  by  US  standards,  the 
rent  is  very  small.  The  average  urban  family  earns 
about  $60  a  month  and  pays  the  equivalent  of  $3-4 
for  all  utilities. 

-from  the  Tenant’s  VOICE,  the  newsletter  of  the 
Portland  Tenants  Union. 

-Michael  Steinberg 


look  at  the  landlord 
he  is  sleeping, 
lips  hardened  with  greed 
he  touches  himself 
in  fever. 

dreams  of  profit  rise  from 
the  body 

pyramiding  and  speculating 
like  bad  wind. 

i  am  the  tenant 
in  the  middle  of  the  night, 
standing  by  the  rent 
gouger's  bed 
the  shadows  bend  and 
i  know  the  pain  of  my  class 
completely. 

but  it  is  late 
and  i  am  tired, 
the  clenched  fist  moves 
now 

i  will  kick  landlord  ass 
now. 


- Peter  Plate 
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For  more  information  on  membership,  see  page  6. 


JOIN  NOW! 


SFTU 

1539  HAIGHT  ST 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94117 


